
 
IB News at  Archbishop  MacDonald High School  

January 2017 Edition 
Greetings and welcome to an exciting year of learning and growth in the IB program. 
Your contacts for the IB program are: 
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We are very happy to welcome you to our IB community. 

  

Learner Profile  

ñThe aim of all IB programs is to develop internationally minded people who, recognizing their common 
humanity and shared guardianship of the planet help to create a better and more peaceful world.ò 

-IBO Website ï ibo.org. Retrieved September 14, 2014. 

 
Each month we would like to highlight one of the characteristics of the learner profile which represents 
the IB mission statement in action. 

  
 
If you would like to read the full learner profile please visit the following link: 

http://www.ibo.org/myib/digitaltoolkit/files/pdfs/learner-profile-en.pd 

IB Coordinatorõs 

Corner  

 

 

¶ Middle Years Program (MYP):  Helen Grijo   

Helen.Grijo@ecsd.net 

¶ Diploma Program (DP): Jacqueline Sewell 

Jacqueline.Sewell@ecsd.net 

This parent newsletter will provide you with information on 
upcoming events, dates, deadlines and news of IB at 
Archbishop MacDonald High School.   
 

We are very happy to welcome you to our IB 
community. 
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 What is the IB Programme?  

The IB program is an internationally recognized program designed to develop  
inquiring,  knowledgeable  and  caring  young  people  who  help  to create  a better  
and  more  peaceful  world  through  intercultural  understanding  and  respect * 

* Mission and strategy. (n.d.). Retrieved September 14, 2014 . 
At Archbishop MacDonald, the IB Middle Years Programme (IB MYP - Grades 8 , 

9 and 10) finishes its final year this program prepares students for the two year 
IB Diploma Programme (IB DP) that qualified students will ente r in grades 11 
and 12 . 

Archbishop MacDonald is an accredited IB MYP and DP school. Teachers are 
trained by the IB organization and use IB assessment criteria to evaluate 

student learning.  
IB students engage in a program that enhances the breadth and intensity of 
academic study and also prepares students with valuable personal skills that 

advance success with post -secondary  pursuits in college, university, 
internships and employment.  

  

 Our Learner Profile  Theme for this monthé 
In light of what is happening around the world, and our efforts here at our school to help those less 
fortunate, and the fact that we are starting a new year with great intentions, our learner profile this month 

is Caring. 
 
At MAC, we have students that show empathy, compassion and respect towards 
the needs and feelings of others.  We have a personal commitment to service, 
and we act to make a positive difference to the lives of others and to the 
environment. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



General IB  News & Events  

International Mindedness Club  

Archbishop MacDonald is a vibrant Catholic High School that gives back to its and other communities.   

At MAC our students are passionate when it comes ta raising money for those of us who are less 

fortunate.   

One opportunity to do that is through the International Mindedness Club.  We meet every Wednesday 

in order to devise ways to raise money for ñCatholic Medical Mission Board.ò  We have had a huge 

bake sale and a Christmas Checkstop.  We have raised over $700.00 so far and are still going strong.   

Thank you so much for supporting our students in their endeavours to raise money. 
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Approaches to Learning  

òThe IB Programme aims to prepare students for success in higher education and 
beyond; it encourages students to become òactive, compassionate and lifelong 
learnersó (IB mission statement). IB teachers therefore play a crucial role as 
teachers of learners, not sim ply teachers of content.ó 

- International Baccalaureate Organization  

As part of this mission ; our  teachers have been incorporating the core 

Approaches to Learning S kills  and best practices into our instruction of the IB 
programme.  

The Approaches to Learning Skills are:  
Thinking Skills  

Communication Skills  

Social Skills  

Self-Management Skills  

Research Skills  

This month we would like to highlight Research Skills  

Research Skills include: 
Using 21 Century media properly to access academic sources 

Research and Information Literacy 

Management of sources 

Formulating focused research questions 

Academic Honesty 
All of these skills are crucial in preparing effective academic reports and essays 
(eg: The Extended Essay, The Historical Investigation).  These are  also required 

post - secondary skills.  

 

For more information please visit: 

https://xmltwo.ibo.org/publications/DP/Group0/d_0_dpatl_gui_1502_1/s

tatic/dpatl/guide-research-skills.html 
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IB MYP NEWS  

 

 

MYP Parent Survey 
 

We kindly ask grade the 10 Archbishop MacDonald parents to please complete the MYP parent 

survey.  Either copy the following address or select the link.  This survey will help the grade 10 

teachers to better serve your children. 
 

http://bit.ly/2ipx9FI 
 
Our MYP students continue to work on their personal projects.  Please be aware that ALL full 
MYP students are invited to attend a Personal Project work session during our exam week.  We 
will be meeting on Tuesday, January 31 in room 208 from 9:00 ς 3:00.  During this time, we will 
be completing the Personal Project report. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The IB MYP (10) engages students in 
academically rigorous courses focused on 
eight subject groups: English, World 
Language, Social Studies, Mathematics, 
Science, the Arts, Technology, and Physical 
Education.  IB MYP (10) students learn to 
think creatively and independently as they 
immerse themselves in this interdisciplinary 
education. 

 

http://bit.ly/2ipx9FI
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjty9zxyr3JAhUE-2MKHXlCAk8QjRwIBw&url=https://gjismyp.wordpress.com/ib-myp-personal-project/&bvm=bv.108538919,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNF2FhaEGykQVYuCuBCB2_TRFWYeLA&ust=1449159725845095


IB DP NEWS                        

 
 

 

Full IB Candidates IB Course Candidates 
Take the full IB Diploma Programme Only take some courses within the programme 

The IB Diploma Programme 

IB Diploma Subject Courses IB Diploma Core Courses 
Group 1: Language A (English)  

Theory of Knowledge Group 2: Language Acquisition 
      (French B, Spanish ab initio, Italian ab initio) 

Group 3: Individuals and Societies   
     (Social Studies ï aka: History) 

 
Extended Essay 

Group 4: Sciences 
     (Biology, Chemistry, Physics) 

Group 5: Mathematics  
Creativity, Activity, Service Group 6: The Arts 

     (Art ïaka: Visual Arts, Drama ï aka Theatre, 
      Music) 

IB Skills Infused in all programming 
The Learner Profile International Mindedness Theory of Knowledge 

Approaches to Teaching and Learning 

 
 

 

 

 

  

In the IB DP (11-12), students continue to 
develop an international outlook through a 
challenging course of study.  The standard 
and higher level courses in which students 
engage are focused around six subject 
groups: Literature, World Language, 
Individuals and Societies, Experimental 
Science, Mathematics, and the Arts and 
Electives.  Upon successful completion of the 
program and its requirements, students may 
be eligible for the IB Diploma, a globally 
recognized college qualification. 

For more information on this program please 
view the following 
link:http://www.ibo.org/diploma/ 

 

 

http://www.ibo.org/diploma/


 #!3 ɀ #ÒÅÁÔÉÖÉÔÙ !ÃÔÉÖÉÔÙ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅ 
-ÁÙ ςπρχ ɉ'ÒÁÄÅ ρςȭÓɊ Ǫ -ÁÙ ςπρψ ɉ'ÒÁÄÅ ρρȭÓɊ #ÁÎÄÉÄÁÔÅÓ  

Mrs. Grijo is  the new CAS advisor for the 2016 -2017 school year . 

 
May 2018 Candidates  ð  

¶ Candidates are reminded to start/ continue adding CAS experiences and 

uploading CAS evidence & reflections onto ManageBac.  

May 2017 Candidates  ð are reminded to:  

¶ Candidates are reminded to continue adding CAS experiences and 

uploading CAS evidence & reflections onto ManageBac.  

 
http://tutorials.knitpicks.co

m/wp -

content/uploads/2013/03/0
126.jpg  

 

 
https://edmontontourism.cdn.pri
smic.io/edmontontourism/83c73
a1d685795258e8ffe4a8e0f1b20
06504dbb_edmonton_swing-n-
skate_things-to-do.jpg 

 

 
http://diecutstickers.com/w

p-

content/uploads/2013/12/d

onation_pickup.jpg  
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Mrs. Joy McGill is  the new EE Coordinator for the 2016 -2017 school year.  

 

Upcoming EE Due Dates: 
Grade 12's 
 

Completed: Students submitted their Final draft of their Extended Essay before 

Christmas. 

F. January 13 The Viva Voce (Concluding Interview/ Reflection) is due.   

Please make an appointment with your advisor. 

Grade 11's 

To Do: Students should be adding to their Researcherôs Reflection Space (RRS) now 

and ensure that their supervisor has access to this space. 
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TOK- Theory of Knowledge 
Manditory TOK 25 & 35 Seminar :  F. January 13  

The meeting will be in room 110.  
ATTENDANCE IS MANDITORY  

 
The TOK 25  IB Candidates  will dive into a project which looks at 
treatment of Indigenous rights and issues from a knowledge 
perspective , comparing:  

¶ World Religions  

¶ Human Sciences (Especially Economics)  

¶ Ethics ( Leading Theories)  

¶ Arts  

¶ Indigenous Perspectives  

The TOK 35 IB  Candidates  are still grappling with the complexities 
in their response to their prescribed titles  for their Theory of 

Knowledge Essay.  
 

 
http://mrsmithsibwebsite.weebly.com/theory -of-knowledge.html  
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Second Languages IB ï Diploma Programme 

On December 16 th,  the FLA grade 12  students hosted a National French 
video conference about Human Rights where we connected with the United 

Nation s Higher Commissioner of Refugees (UNHCR).  
Our guest speaker was a refugee herself and came to Canada in 2000 

from the Dominican Republic  of Congo. She told us about her story, her 
struggles and how well she was received in Canada upon her arrival.  

   

  

She happily and thoroughly answered our questions. We enjoyed this 
video conference as it was an eye opener to real life situations  about human 

rights. We are very lucky to experience these opportunities in French and get 
firsthand information by connecting with French guest speakers around the 

World.  
    This extraordinary opportunity provided IB candidates an interdisciplinary 
appro ach to learning (History + French B HL).  Additionally, it allowed students 

to put into practice, the  approach to learning:  communication skills  and the 
learner profile attributes:  open-mindedness and caring.   

 

 



 

IB Sciences (Biology, Chemistry, Physics) Diploma Programme 

Internal Assessment  
òThe Personal Investigation ó 

The Internal Assessment - Personal Investigation  is one of the required elements 
that will make up 20% the IB transcript mark in any IB Science Course.  

 
Please note that an IB Science  Mark calculation is arrived at differently t han 
the Alberta Learning Science  Mark.  For further details on the differences of 

assessment please review the Course Outline s which are  posted on the school 
website.  

IB Science (Biology, Chemistry, Physics) Mark 

Internal Assessment =  
20% of Final Mark 

External Assessments=  

80% of Final Mark 

-Completion of Group IV Project.  

-Evidence of 60h of Practical Work.  
* Submission of one  
   Personal Investigation  
( which is the full 20% IA weighting)  

IB Biology Exams  

(Paper  1,2,3)  
Focused on different aspects of the 
curriculum and different styles of 

testing ð Multiple Choice, Written 
Response, Data Based.  

The personal investigation allows students to select and carry out an approved 
biological investiga tion of personal relevance.  
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Biology IB ï Diploma Programme 
Biology 30IB Candidates : 
Students will be upl oading rough draft sections of their  lab report for their 

Internal Assessment (Personal  Investigation) on specified dates for feedback 
from an assigned advisor.  This will allow students to continuously make 
improvements to their personal investigation report prior to the submission of 
their final draft on February 24, 2017  

Completed / Pending:  

Students sub mitted their first  2 forms  for approval  / feedback  of their 
personal investigation.  

Students who did not have Personal investigations approved need to  
re-formulate a new research question and present it to their advisor.  
Students have completed, uploaded  and received feedback on their rough 

draft forms for the following parts of their IA report: problem, hypothesis, 
background, variables, materials, apparatus and procedure.  

The following is due on F. January 13 : 

Form 3  Submission:  
¶ Data Collection  

¶ Data An alysis  

Next Due Dates:  
¶ F. February 10 : Form  4: Conclusion & Evaluation  

¶ F. February 24 : Final Draft Submission.  

 

Chemistry IB ï Diploma Programme 
Chemistry 30 IB C andidates:  
Chemistry 30IB open lab time for the IA is occurring the afternoon of Jan. 26 

and all day on Jan. 27.   Students have submitted the 2nd phase of their IA 
work and are on track for the practical portion.  
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